Chapter 13   The West Today

A. Mountain States
1. Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Utah, and Wyoming are the Mountain states.
a) People in these states are independent.
(1) In 1840, Brigham Young and the Mormons settled in Salt Lake City, Utah.
(2) In 1869, the Wyoming Territory became the first place women could vote.
(3) In 1916, Jeannette Rankin became the first women elected to Congress.
b) Mountains bring challenges

(1) Limited space for people to build

(2) Mountains block radio and TV signals

(3) Travel can be dangerous.

(a) Today satellites send signals over mountains to improve communications.
(b) Today GPS systems make mountain travel safer.

2. Denver, Colorado and Las Vegas, Nevada are the largest cities.
3. The mountains limit growth of cities but make tourism a leading industry.
a) Ski resorts
b) National parks
4. The United States government owns large areas of land in the Mountain States.
a) Nellis Air Force Base, in Nevada, covers over 3 million acres.
b) Colorado has so many United States government offices that it is called the Washington of the West.
5. High-tech industries
a) Many do work for the government
b) Some make computer products that are sold to consumers
B. Pacific States
6. California, Oregon, Washington, Alaska, and Hawaii are Pacific States.
a) California 
(1) One third of California’s population is Hispanics.

(2) Leading agricultural producer
(3) Leads all states in manufacturing
7. Oregon and Washington are located in the Pacific Northwest.
a) Portland is Oregon’s largest cities.
b) Seattle is Washington’s largest city and a major port.
8. Alaska is the northernmost state in the nation.
a) Largest state in the United States
b) No large cities or roads
c) Oil and fishing are Alaska’s main industries.

9. Hawaii is a group of islands called an archipelago.
a) Volcanic islands
b) Hawaii is called the “Crossroads of the Pacific”
(1) Located in the Pacific Ocean between North America and Asia
(2) A place that connects people and goods
10. Washington and Hawaii are the only states with rain forests
