Chapter 12   Exploring the West

A. Geography of the West

1. Mountain States

a) Montana

b) Wyoming

c) Idaho

d) Colorado

e) Utah

f) Nevada

2. Pacific States

a) California

b) Oregon

c) Washington

d) Alaska

e) Hawaii

3. Rockies to the Pacific

a) The Rocky Mountains mark the beginning of the West

(1) The Continental Divide, an imaginary line, runs north and south along its peaks.

(a) Rivers east of this line run to the Atlantic Ocean

(b) Rivers west of this line run to the Pacific Ocean

b) Mount McKinley in Alaska, at 20,320 feet, is the highest land in the United States.

c) Death Valley in California, at 282 feet below sea level, is the lowest land in the United States.

4. Changes in the Land

a) Changes deep inside the earth that caused these mountains to form are still going on today.

b) Most volcanoes in the West are in states that boarder the Pacific Ocean.

(1) Mauna Loa in Hawaii

(2) Mount Rainier in Washington

(3) Mount Hood in Oregon

(4) Mount Saint Helens in Washington

(a) Erupted 1980

(b) Largest eruption in North America

c) An earthquake is a shaking in the ground caused by movement along a fault.

5. Climate

a) The West’s geography features create extreme climates.

b) Death Valley has the hottest and driest climate.

c) The coldest temperature ever recorded is in Prospect Creek, Alaska.

d) The rainiest place is Mount Waialeale, Hawaii.

6. Natural Resources

a) California is a leading agricultural state

(1) Crops are grown on irrigated land

(2) Oregon produces grains, vegetables, and fruit

(3) Washington produces apples

b) In central California giant sequoias grow

(1) Redwoods tallest living trees

(2) Grow more than 300 feet tall

c) Water resources

(1) Missouri River

(2) Colorado River

(3) Columbia River

(4) Great Salt Lake

B. Early History

1. Many Native Americans lived in the West

a) They used rivers for long distance travel.

b) Rivers were used to create trading networks.

2. In 1804, Meriwether Lewis and William Clark explored the Missouri River.

a) Sacagawea, a Shoshone woman, joined them as their Indian guide.

b) They reached the Pacific Ocean in 1805.

3. The Rocky Mountains were the greatest barrier for early explorers and settlers in the West.

a) Fur trappers found the South Pass to get across the Rocky Mountains.

b) The South Pass was low enough on the mountain that covered wagons could cross it.

c) In 1843, thousands of settlers started moving West to start a new life.

4. In 1849, gold-seekers called the forty-niners headed for California to find gold.

5. 1860-1861 the Pony Express carried the mail.

C. Environment of the West

1. Managing the land

a) In 1800 the government decided to control the   valuable resources of the West.

b) The government controled logging, mining, and ranching on this land.

c) People are required to pay rent when the use the land.

2. Dams in the West


a) When dams are built across rivers a reservoir,
    or human lake, forms behind the dam.


b) People can take water from the reservoir to 
    supply cities with water to irrigate crops.


c) Dams can prevent flooding and produce 
      electricity.


3. People are protecting the environment.


a) Ships with two walls are being built to make
     oil spills less likely.


b) Fish ladders for salmon are being built.


c) People have found ways to keep oil spills
    from spreading.


d) Limits are being set on how some lands can
    be used. 



(1) National parks and national forests are
               set as for tourists.



(2) Yellowstone National Park, founded in 
               1872, was the first national park.

