Chapter 11   The Southwest Today

A. Texas and Oklahoma

1. Food production is a large industry
a) Texas has more farms than any other stat.e
b) Oklahoma has huge wheat crops.
c) Texas is the nation’s leading beef producer.
d) Texas is one of the 5 top beef producing states.
2. Most Texans and Oklahomans live in cities
a) Houston is Texas’s largest cities.
b) More then one-half of Oklahomans live in Tulsa and Oklahoma City.
3. Some people in both states work in the aerospace industry.
a) It is the building of aircraft and equipment for air and space travel.
b) Astronauts train at the Johnson Space Center in Houston.
4. Many Cultures
a) Texas and Oklahoma both have a large European American population.
b) Oklahoma has the second largest Native American population in the nation.
(1) Many of them choose to live on reservations.

(2) A reservation is land set aside for Native Americans.

c) One-third of the region’s population is Hispanic.
(1) Many people from Spanish-speaking countries live in the Southwest.

(2) Therefore, many people speak Spanish in the Southwest.

5. Oil Industry
a) Texas is the nation’s largest producer of oil.
b) On land and in the Gulf of Mexico huge drills move through layers of rock to reach crude oil.
c) Houston has the most oil refineries in the United States.
(1) It therefore has one of the busiest ports for handling oil shipments.
(2) When Houston wanted to enlarge the port they dredged the waterway between the city and the Gulf of Mexico.
(3) To dredge means to dig bottom and sides of the waterway to make it deeper and wider.
B. New Mexico and Arizona
6. Moving to the Desert
a) Artists moved to the Southwest because of its beauty.
b) More and more people traveled to the Southwest and decided to stay.
c) The region’s largest cities
(1) Phoenix, Arizona
(2) Albuquerque, New Mexico
7. Growing Economics
a) The newest leading industry in the Southwest is tourism.
(1) Tourists visit the Southwest for its cities, cultures, and natural attractions.

(a) Grand Canyon National Park in Arizona
(b) Carlsbad Caverns National Park in New Mexico
8. Manufacturing is a major industry in Arizona and New Mexico.
a) Both states make electronic equipment.
b) New Mexico makes processed foods and glass products.
9. Technology
a) People in both states work in high-tech jobs.
(1) Many New Mexicans work at Los Alamos and Sandia laboratories.

(2) Arizonans work at Kitt Peak National Observatory in Tucson, Arizona.

10. Water Resources
a) People have found new ways to supply water to desert cities.
(1) Drilled deeper wells
(2) Built more pumping stations and aqueducts to carry water from rivers.
b) Conserving Water
(1) People work together to decide how much water they should use
(2) Laws require people to limit their use of water
(3) People have learned to use less water in their yards.

(a) They use xeriscape, a landscape method that conserves water.
(b) Instead of planting grass that need watering, they plant desert plants.

(c) Desert plants can live with little water.

