 Chapter 10   Exploring the Southwest

A. Geography of the Southwest

1. Four States

a) Texas

b) Oklahoma

c) Arizona

d) New Mexico

2. Variety of landforms

a) Eastern Texas is in the wet Gulf Coastal Plain

b) Western Texas is in the dry grasslands of the Great Plains

(1) Low ranges of the Rocky Mountains

(2) Chihuahuan Desert

c) Deserts cover most of Arizona and New Mexico

(1) Chihuahuan Desert

(2) Sonoran Desert

d) The northern parts of New Mexico and Arizona are in the Colorado Plateau.

(1) Mesa is a hill with a flat top and steep sides.

(2) Butte is a steep hill of rock with a flat top, but smaller

e) Texas has the most varied landforms.

f) This region stretches from the Gulf of Mexico in the east to the Colorado River in the west.

3. Climate

a) Hot and dry climate

b) The mountains block the moist ocean air

(1) The Southwest lies in the rain shadow

(2) It is located on the drier side of the mountains

c) When rain does come to the desert

(1) It comes in a cloudburst, or sudden, heavy rain

(2) The running water causes deep ditches called arroyos

4. Sources of Water

a) Aquifers are formed when groundwater collects in layers of sand and rocks beneath the surface

b) Dams are used to collect and control river water

(1) Colorado River in Arizona

(2) Rio Grande and Pecos River in Texas

(3) Aqueducts are pipes or canals built to carry water from dams and wells

5. Natural Resources

a) Southwest is a top producer of minerals and fuels.

(1) Oil and natural gas are found in Texas, Oklahoma, and New Mexico.

(2) Deposits of coal, copper, and uranium are mined.

b) Most farmers in the region have to irrigate because there is not enough rainfall.

B. Early History

6. Native Americans

a)  The Pueblo and the Caddo farmed in the Southwest.

(1) The Pueblos used mud, rocks, and adobe to build their homes.

(2) The Caddo used wood for their homes.

b) Some Native Americans did not farm or live in permanent homes.

(1) They moved from place to place and are called nomads.

(2) The Apache were nomads .

(a) They traveled on foot.

(b) They hunted deer and buffalo.

7. The Spanish Arrive

a) In 1540, Francisco Vasquez de Coronado left Mexico with 1,300 soldiers, workers, and priests.

(1) He explored the Southwest.

(2) He claimed this land for Spain.

(3) By 1610, the Spanish built the city of Santa Fe, New Mexico.

(4) They built missions, or religious settlements.

(5) They forced Native Americans to work at the missions’ ranches and farms.

8. Toward Statehood

a) The Spanish controlled the southwest region for almost 200 years.

b) In 1821, Mexico won freedom from Spain.

(1) Texas was part of Mexico.

(2) Most settlers in Texas were from the United States.

(3) They were unhappy with the Mexican’s laws and started a war for freedom.

(4) In 1836, the Texans won the war and became an independent nation.

(5) In 1845, Texas became our twenty-eighth state.

c) In 1846 to 1848 the United States fought the Mexican-American War to take control of Arizona and New Mexico.

(1) The United States won the war.

(2) Arizona and New Mexico became states in 1912.

9. Oklahoma Statehood

a) Oklahoma became part of the United States with the Louisiana Purchase in 1803. 

b) In 1830, the United States gave Oklahoma to the Native Americans calling it Indian Territory.

c) Many Cherokee Indians refused to leave their land to move to Indian Territory.

(1) The Trail of Tears in 1838

(2) Americans forced the Indians to leave their land.

(3) 4,000 Cherokee died along the way

d) In 1889, the government opened the Indian Territory to settlers.

e) On April 22, 1889 land grants, free land, were given to anyone who claim the land.

f) The Indian Territory became filled with settlers from the East.

g) Oklahoma became a state in 1907.

C. Resources in the Southwest

10. People use the more arid or dry, land for ranching and more fertile land for farming.

a) The Spanish brought cattle and sheep to the Southwest and started ranching.

b) Farms spread across the fertile land.

c) Both ranches and farms need more workers at certain times of the year.

(1) Migrant workers filled the need.

(2) They move from one place to another doing temporary jobs.

11. In 1897, Oklahoma produced its first commercial oil, or oil that was to be sold.

12. The Rio Grande has long been an important source of water for people in the Southwest and Mexico.

a) At times of water shortages there have been conflicts between the U.S. and Mexico.

b) Both countries agreed on a compromise, people on each side of a conflict agree to give up something.

(1) The U.S. agreed to build a dam that would allow a fixed amount of water to flow to Mexico each month.

(2) Mexico agreed to give up some of the water in periods of drought.

(3) The U.S. and Mexico also cooperate, or work together on other things.

(a) Cleaned up the Rio Grande

(b) Passed laws to prevent pollution

